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president’s message 


What a dinner we had on Feb. 5th. About 120 members 
attended and it really was fun. The kupus, ham, cab¬ 
bage, kobasica and all was simply delicious. This year 
we had a first — we had a Yugoslav hootenanny (sing- 
along). Many thanks to Dragoslav Georgevich. He did a 
marvelous job of leading us, and that was cold turkey; 
no warning or warm-up. Maybe he will do it again for 
us if we ask kindly . . . The music was made possible 
through the efforts of Naida Nicholas and Nevenk 
Radich, and then handed out by Linda Espejo . . . . 
Many thanks also to Frank Ostoja. He came to me and 
offered to take on the July Bar-B-Q, macaroni and 
bread. What a fantastic tiling to do just when we needed 
the help the most. I hate to see anything like the stew 
dinner and chix/macaroni fall by the wayside because 
we don’t have volunteers and commitments. These 
dinners have become traditions, but we need more help 
than Ron and Lena committed in order to plan these 
things .... So to Frank Ostoja, once again My Heart¬ 
felt Thanks, and I hope others will call and volunteer. 


COMMITTEES - 

John Basor, Publicity. 724-2169 

Jo Puhera, Sunshine. 724-8930 

Ann Cernokus, Decoration. 724-5179 

Mary Basich, Bake Sale. 724-3637 

Ella Korach, Dessert. 724-5532 

Naida Nicholas, Dessert . 724-9211 

Nick Miloslavich, Biographies. 462-2532 

Zarko Radich, Set-up. 722-5182 
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HOME-COOKED SPECIALITIES 
★ BANQUET FACILITIES 
★ COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
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11:00 AM to 10:00 PM 

724-5153 
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DADDY, I’M COMING HOME 

by Mrs. J. Neil Chichizola 
(Skalko & Evanovich) 


As our jet awaited take-off from San Francisco 
International, my thought was “Daddy, I’m coming 
home.” 

My father, Antone, was born on the island of Olib 
near Zadar and my mother, Frances, born on Brae near 
Split. Ever since my father’s death Olib had such a 
“pull” for me. We had talked about going to Yugoslavia 
to see Olib and Brae, but there was always some excuse. 
A three week vacation was not possible with Neil; 
David was not old enough to appreciate the trip; air 
travel was not safe now; 1 did not want to travel alone; 
would my childhood Serbo-Croatian be good enough; 


etc. Excuses. 

However, we began talking seriously about making 
the trip during the summer of ’88. The more we talked, 
the more we read, the more the trip became an accepted 
fact. My cousin Joyce wanted to join us. She had travel¬ 
led to Yugoslavia four times, and here was our own 
personal guide. Passports, Visas, carry-on luggage 
(only), maps, itinerary, airline reservations, travelers 
checks and we were on our way. 

What wonderful memories of family and special 
sights come to mind of our trip to Yugoslavia. We had 
made arrangements with my mother’s cousin, Marko, 
to visit them in Sutivan on Brae. My mother was born in 
Sutivan and then lived in Split before coming to America 
in 1920. Marko and his wife, Kristina, welcomed us 
into their home with delight, and we enjoyed their 
g"acious hospitality. Their grandchildren, Kristina, 
Marija and Marko, were wonderful young people. Our 
Serbo-Croatian was sufficient with help from the grand¬ 
children. Sounds of Sutivan included church bells, 
swallows soaring, mother tongue. Walking the streets 
and lanes reminded me that my mother had walked 
these same paths and heard the same church bells as a 
child. We visited other cousins, again the same warm 
hospitality and I added names and dates to my Brae 
descendants chart. Kristina baked me a three-tier cake 
for my birthday, and I was wished Sretan Rodendan 
with a handshake and each cheek kissed. We paid a visit 
to the cemetery outside of Sutivan, along a cypress- 
lined stone walk, where my ancestors were buried. 
Marko took us to Loszica where my grandmother was 
born, and we found a 93-year-old man who remember¬ 
ed Stane. The morning we were to leave, the grand¬ 
children’s faces were unsmiling, distant. One last picture 
together, promises to write, kisses and hugs, and tears 
of parting. 

The other highlight of our trip was our time on Olib 
where my father lived until he too came to America in 
1920. Many people were waiting to board the ferry in 
Zadar for the outlying islands. It was quite a scramble 
getting aboard and finding seats. While under way, I 
kept asking Joyce “how much longer to Olib?” , “Is 
that Olib?” After more than two hours, she pointed out 
a low-lying island in the distance. “That is Olib,” she 
said, and a dream had come true for me. As we rounded 
the island we could see the village situated around the 
harbor. We searched faces at the dock for Joyce’s 
daughter Tracy, Miro and Danae who live on Olib. 
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Tracy stood against the wall also searching. Joyce was 
already crying. Tears blurred my vision, but 1 noticed 
that Tracy had tears streaming down her face, too. 
Daddy, I’m coming home. Leaving the ferry, you walk 
down a wooden plank, and then I was finally in Olib. 
Hugs all around and no tears now. Miro had brought the 
cart, and we walked to their home beyond the cnurch. 
Upon waking in their sun-filled bedrooms each morning, 
all was quiet. The only sounds were the birds, church 
bells and a distant donkey. The general store and butcher 
shop are located near the church, and we would walk 
there each day for supplies. The bakery bakes every day, 
but one must get there early or the Dread is sold out. 
There is only one telephone on the entire island which 
is at the post office. No cars. One day we hiked through 
manzanita and oak beyond the village to the Illyrian 
ruins which may have been an early church. I talked 
with two ladies who remembered my father and had 
one to school with him. Miro took us to see my father’s 
ouse, but we were unable to go inside. Looking through 
the kitchen window, I saw a corner hearth, bench and 
cupboard, and a stairway leading up to bedrooms. The 
room was so small, the stairway so narrow. We attended 
mass at Sveti Maria as my father and ancestors had. 
Joyce, Tracy and I went to the cemetery to see our 
grandfather’s grave as well as his father’s. We talked 
with the priest regarding our Olib ancestors and saw an 
old church ledger. It was surprising to see roses, snap¬ 
dragons, dahlias, daisies and marigolds on Olib. Tracy 
and Miro made us feel so welcome in their home. As 
we began to fit into the slow-paced life of the island it 
was time to leave. Danae looked sad, knowing David 
would leave. Our goodbyes again were difficult; kisses 
and hugs, promises to come back, and tears. I looked 
back so often from the ferry until I could no longer see 
moj Olib. 

We found so many favorite sights in Yugoslavia, 
each one better than the last. Ola Town Dubrovnik 
and its Plaza, gleaming with marble stones worn smooth 
through the ages, are magnificent. The many shops and 
streets to explore, walking the wall surrounding the 
town, the colorful market place, the outdoor cafes, the 
noisy swallows soaring around steeples and down thru 
the alleys, hearing Serbo-Croatian and other languages 
spoken are part of Dubrovnik’s charm. The Peljesac 


Peninsula of vineyards, fruit trees and a patchwork quilt 
of vegetable farms is yet another sight to enjoy. The 
island of Korcula and the delightful Hotel Korcula was 
another favorite. At night we heard guitar music from 
the hotel’s outdoor cafe and people talking, walking 
beneath our window, Very comforting sounds. There 
were tears in my eyes when I heard the words of con¬ 
secration in the mother tongue at the Cathedral. The 
Yugoslav Folklore Show at Split’s Hotel Lav was a 
beautiful performance of ethnic dances. One mountain 
people had no musical instruments and used their feet 
and jewelry to set the tempo of their dances. Another 
group were fourth and fifth generation Yugoslavs from 
Chile in Spanish-like, brightly colored costumes. Dio¬ 
cletian’s Palace is another beautiful sight. Its huge outer 
walls were incorporated into interior buildings. We liked 
Zadar very much and its Archeological Museum and 
colorful market place. Everyone buys flowers in Yugo¬ 
slavia for their homes. The drive to the Plitvice Lakes 
region brought us to yet another landscape. We had 
dinner at Lika Kuca where they roast an entire lamb 
on an indoor spit. Zagreb was beautiful. Its cobbled 
streets with electric streetcars, St. Stephan’s Cathedral 
with magnificent altars, paintings and stained glass 
windows, and Old Town add to the charm of Zagreb. 
And the blue Adriatic was as blue as I had always been 
told, so clear and as smooth as glass. We enjoyed the 
foods of Yugoslavia, expexially tne mixed grill of BBQ 
lamb, pork and beef served with potatoes, spinach and 
wine. And the Turkish coffee and expresso! And the 
feeling of being at home everywhere we went! 

I hope that my efforts have given you a picture of 
Yugoslavia. But mere words cannot do it justice. Don’t 
keep making excuses for not going; go and experience 
the wonders of Yugoslavia, its peoples and cultures. 


Yugoslav Radio Hour 

Remember to listen to the YUGOSLAV RADIO HOUR every 
Sunday at 9:35 a.m. on radio station KOMY, 1340 on the dial. 
ANN & ANDY SOLDO are your hosts and bring you the finest 
in old favorites as well as the very latest music from Yugoslavia, 
They will be happy to play any special requests you might ask 
for whether it be for birthday, anniversary, or for any special 
announcement. 


LUKE A, SCURICH 

Roproaonting 

Watsonville Insurance Associates, Inc. 



FOR All YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS 


Phone 408 722-3541 


WATSONVILLE 


320 Easi Lake Ava. Watsonville, CA 95070 

YACO Member 






C CLINIC 


TIRED OF PAIN? WAKE UP FEELING GOOD! 


■ rfllENDLT CONSIDERATE STAFF 

• HIGHLY TRAINED IN HANDLING 
CLAIMS (OR WORK A AUTO INJURIES 

• WE PREPARE ALL INSURANCE 
AND DISABILITY FORMS 

• WORKERS COMP PAYS 100% FOR 
ON-THE-JOB INJURIES 

• AUTO INSURANCE NORMALLY PAYS 
100% FOR ALL AUTO ACCIDENTS 

• ALL HEALTH INSURANCE ACCEPTED 


• PAINLESS CHIROPRACTIC CARE 

• NON FORCE TECHNIQUES • ACTIVATOR 

• PHYSICAL THERAPY TO AID 
HEALING L PAIN RELIEF 

• DR. BROOKS WORKS WITH MEDICAL 
‘ SPECIALISTS AND REFERS WHEN 

NECESSARY. 

• RELIEF FROM HEADACHE. LOW BACK 
AN0 NECK PAIN 


WORK AND AUTO 
INJURY 
SPECIALIST 

MEMBER 
California 
Chiropractic 
Association 


YACO MEMBER 
Dr. Ronald P, Brooks 
CCA CEITIF1L0 

1MEPERDEMT MEDICAL EXAMINE! 
IISABIUTY EVALUATOR 
I1FL0MATE OF RAT’L BOARD 
PALMER CRADUATt 

YOUR LIFE CAN BE PAIN FREE 
IN A SHORT TIME 


CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE CONSULTATION 


728-1030 

15 PENNY LN. 

SUITE 2 IVJS^E? I 
WATSONVILLE 
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BABE BRAUTOVICH HILL 

Happy Valentines Day to one and all. 1 must get some 
Thank you’s out to Milli Zanki. What a beautiful thing 
you did for Ron and me. You can’t know how much we 

appreciate it. Thanks again, Milli_Many thanks go out 

to Charles and Lillian Banovac for a generous donation. 
Thanks again .... For sucli kind words, Thank you’s go 
out to John Franusich and George Monkovich .... I also 
want to thank Ron, Lena, Ed, Cecil and their crews, and 
also to Andy Gulermovich for taking on the beverage 
chair. One more Thank you to Nick Miloslavich who has 
been an immense help to me and to the organization . . . 
Have you heard of Toma International? Well, that is our 
new member Tony Livoti. He imports and exports food 
and agricultural products. If you need his help please call 
him (408 - 335-9441).... Did you miss Milica KriZan? 
That’s too bad. It was a beautiful experience. 1 tliink 
that just about all the YACOs were there .... Hellos go 
ait to Margarita Andrijic of Seattle, Mary Laznibat in 
Santa Cruz, Ellma Tulic of Marina, and Katherine Hick¬ 
man of Stockton .... Good Thoughts and Positive 
Energies go out to Mary Gizdich (who looks greati) and 
George Monkovich (on the 17th). My very best to both 
of you .... 



FREEDOM HEATING 
Sheet Metal/Air Cond 
JOHN IVELICH 




1939 FREEDOM BLVD 
FREEDOM.CA. 
95019 

408 - 724-8900 
sainf 




Toodle ... ooo 


P.S. — The slip you get back in the mail is both your 
receipt and your admission ticket for the Anniversary 


VACO MEMBERS 


Dinner. 


DOBRO DOSLI - 

Frank and Jaqueline Zadravec 

Madeline Derry 


YACO Member 



Marty Franich 

J bob CULBERTSON 

ROCKY FRANICH 


★ lowest Prices on Cars 

★ Two Modern Service Depts. 

★ Convenient to all 

Santa Cruz & Monterey Residents. 

MARTY FRANICH FORD WATSONVILLE 
MARTY FRANICH LINCOLN-MERCURY 



OtriOFATMK MSOKHM 


NORTHRIDGE PLAZA 



FAMILY MEDICINE 

Dr. James Daly & Dr. Maria Daly 
are pleased to announce the 
association of Dr. Steven Petroniievic & 
Dr. Catherine Petronijevic . 


DR. JAMES DALY INTERNAL MEDICINE 
DR. MARIA DALY FAMILY PRACTICE 
DR. STEVEN PETRONIJEVIC FAMILY PRACTICE 
DR. CATHERINE PETRONIJEVIC FAMILY PRACTICE 


niicMiiai mcruiL.iii«, cr\u outfSS i tJSliiiy 

✓ Women's Heath Care PAP Testing 
Colposcopy Office Gynecology 

✓ Occupational Injuries & Minor Emergencies 

✓ Adolescent Medicine, Pediatrics 

✓ Spods Medicine, Treatment of Biomechanical 
Musculoskeletal Injuries 

✓ Drug & Alcohol Rehabilitation 


EXTENDED HOURS 


Prunedale Plaza 
17812 Moro Road 
Salinas, CA 93907 
408-663-6287 


443-6633 

DAY & NIGHT 


Northridge Plaza 
2021 North Main Strwt 
Salinas, CA 93906 
408 - 443-6633 



GOVORIMO 
SRPSKO - HVATSKI 
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A VERY SPECIAL LADY REMEMBERED 


FROM OUR READERS 


Just recently YACO lost one of its original charter 
members but most importantly, YACO lost one of its 
very best friends. MARGARET VLASTELICA BISKUP 
was 78 years old but you could never think of her as 
being anything but young. Margaret had a perpetual 
smile on her lovely face and always seemed ready to 
conquer the world. 

I remember Margaret from many years back when my 
grandmother, Frances Bakich, and I would be cutting 
apricots at their ranch on Carlton Road. Those were 
days of hard work for Margaret and her family. She 
worked as hard as the boys and their father and even 
then there was that infectious smile on her sun-tanned 
face. Those were days that people got together to work, 
have fun and just keep in touch. Margaret’s family 
was close, in work and in play. She and her husband 
Pete were happy and proud of their boys and they 
worked together well as a family. 

Margaret’s mother, Mrs. Vlastelica, used to come to 
Grandma Bakich’s some afternoons for coffee, cakes 
and conversation. Several of the ladies in the neighbor¬ 
hood would gather at Grandma’s because it was hard 
for Grandma to get around easily. I enjoyed those days 
because Grandma taught me to make the coffee (hobo 
style) right on the stove and I got to sit and listen to 
as much of the conversation as I could understand, 
since they spoke mostly in Slavonian. 

I can remember Mrs. Vlastelica talking to Grandma 
about her family. She was very proud of her daughter 
and her family. They talked about Margaret and how 
good natured she was and how she worked outdoors 
alongside her husband and sons. This was a family that 
enjoyed being together and that is something we don’t 
see enough of these days with so many families, and 
that is very sad. 

It’s hard to believe that Margaret will not be seen at 
our YACO functions anymore, but that is not to say 
that she will be forgotten. How could anyone ever 
forget Peter and Margaret Biskup? People like that will 
always be with us inasmuch as they have done for our 
organization and for so many of the people whose 
lives they have touched. 

— Patricia L. Gospodneticb Solano 


Many thaniu to the. excellent help 
on the Kupa* dinner, Cecil Hamblin, 
Lena Venpich, Ed Junach, Stella 
Lucich, Vena Gugale, and Fnan 
Colendich. I hope I haven’t 
fiongotten anybody. My apologie* 

H 1 have. 

Ron 


Enjoy the newsletter immensely. 

Unable to participate in the 
functions due to my mother's dis¬ 
ability, but once the paper comes, 
she perks up £ reads it over and 
over again. Thank you so much. 

Barbara £ Richard Miner £ Ellma Tulic 

- o - 

You are doing a great job! 

Nick Papac 
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Draga Meri, ovako se dipu jabuke. 

Kiraru bijeloga karo, kikaru 
cukara, kikaru mijeka izkane, 
pola kujuba masla malo vanila. 

Sve stavi zajednom u pinjatu 
i kuvaj pet minuta ali stedi 
mijesaj. Jabuke budu na Stiku 
i u ono vruce stavi i jednu 
pojednu samo obrni i izvadi i 
stavi na peper. Pospi mukom da 
se ne prilijepu ali sve drzi 
pinjatu na *£tufi dase ne ohladi- 
Odma se stisne pa nevaja. 

Primi pozdrav od Marne 

_ 

SUPPORT YACO 

Remember to support our advertisers. We 
appreciate their support of the Kalifornski. 

When visiting our advertisers, mention that you 
saw their ad in the Kalifornski. 
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FEATURED MEMBER COLUMN 


A Look At Pat Solano, 
Founder of YACO 

by Nick Miloslavich 


Patricia Louanna Gospodnetich was born in Watson¬ 
ville on June 30th, 1938. She was the second of five 
kids born to Joseph and Frances Gospodnetich. 

Pat’s parents were also bom in Watsonville. Pat’s 
father’s father, Anton Gospodnetich, married Katina 
Novakovich on the island of Brad just after the turn of 
the century. Anton was in his mid-twenties and Katica 
in her early twenties when they left the village of 
Plicisca and came straight to Watsonville because they 
knew people who had already settled here. 

Anton worked in the apple business, and they had 
three sons, Jerry, George and Joseph. 

Joseph Gospodnetich was 22 1/2 when he married 
Frances Bakich, who was 19 1/2. Both of Frances’ 
parents came from the island of Brae also. 

Frances’ father, Marko Bakich, came to Watsonville 
after the turn of the century and worked in the apple 
and fruit business. In 1910 Marko married Frances 
Gospodnetich after he asked for her hand by letter from 
Watsonville to BracT 

Frances’ family knew Marko was a good man because 
he had grown up with Frances’ family in the village of 
Dol. Her family agreed to the marriage proposal and sent 
her to America to be married. Frances travelled with 
Katie Derpich’s parents, who were moving to Watson¬ 
ville. 

Two of Marko’s and Frances’ children died in infancy, 
but they had two healthy daughters, Frances and Anita. 
Frances worked in the packing sheds along with taking 
care of two kids. 

Joseph Gospodnetich met Frances Bakich because 
their families knew each other in the small town of 
Watsonville. A little over two years after they married 
in 1935 they started a family. They had five kids - 
Anthony, Patricia, Jerry, Betty and Michael. 

Joseph worked in the orchards and apple business. 
He also worked in a grocery store, a bank, and for the 
city of Sacramento, but he seemed to prefer working 
outdoors. He played on a youth baseball team and also 
sang with a Yugoslav chorus. 


Patricia Gospodnetich grew up in Watsonville and 
spent a lot of time staying at her grandmother’s house 
to help her grandmother get around on a bad leg. The 
Second Street neighborhood seemed to be all Yugoslav 
back then. Many people in YACO now are people Pat 
knew from growing up in the Yugoslav community of 
Watsonville, a place where if you didn’t recognize some¬ 
one, it was probably because he was a stranger in town. 


Pat went to Notre Dame Catholic School just like 
her mother did. But Pat spent 10th and 11th grades at 
Watsonville High before returning to Notre Dame for 
12th grade and graduation. 

When Pat was 14 years old she got a job at Henry 
Wong’s “The Toggery” clothing store. She worked part- 
time after school and during the summer. She got the 
job because she could speak Spanish and because she 
“exaggerated” and told them she was 16 years old. 

Pat’s father was fluent in Spanish, italian, Croatian 
and english, and also knew some french and german. He 
taught Pat the Spanish she needed to get her first job. 

Soon after graduation from Notre Dame Pat started 
working at Watsonville Hospital. She worked in the kit¬ 
chen a few months before being hired by the telephone 
company as a long-distance operator. 

Pat met Alex Solano through a mutual friend. They 
were so attracted to each other that they became en¬ 
gaged after dating for six months. Pat’s and Alex’s 
fathers had known each other for years, but it wasn’t 
until after their kids were engaged that they realized 
exactly whose kid their son and daughter had been 
dating. 

Patricia and Alex were married by Father Anton 
Stopar at Our Lady of the Snow Church in Reno. 

After the Reno wedding they went to Disneyland 
for their honeymoon. Returning from Disneyland they 
settled into a Freedom Boulevard apartment. Pat con¬ 
tinued to work at the telephone company, and Alex 
worked at Jim Kenoyer’s Mobil Service Station. Later 
Alex started working at Commercial Refridgeration and 
has been there for 27 years now. 

The Reno wedding and trip to Disneyland and 
Knott’s Berry Farm were the biggest events for Pat and 
Alex until the first of their five kids, Gerianne, was bom. 
Gerianne was followed by Susan, Manuel, and twins 
Michael and Michelle. 


In 1977 Nevenka Novcich (now Radich) was teach¬ 
ing evening Serbo-Croatian language classes. Lillian 
Jercich Nielsen introduced Pat to the class. Pat went to 
the classes and the language she understood as a young¬ 
ster became familiar again. 

The language class inspired a need fora type of family 
atmosphere that Pat had been missing since her parents 
died 10 and 13 years earlier. 

Pat suggested to the class that it would be nice if a 
club or group could be started to renew old acquaint¬ 
ances and share the culture and traditions so many people 
were familiar growing up with. The class liked the idea 
and told Pat to go ahead and start it. 

After reviewing the goals, guidelines and by-laws of 
other clubs and organizations she belonged to, Pat wrote 
down in longhand the goals and ideas she had, and made 
an outline of the club she wanted to start. 

It was to be a club like an extended family. At one 
time, all the Yugoslavs in Watsonville knew each other, 
and the Yugoslav community was like an extended family. 
But Watsonville had grown and people had lost touch. 

This club was to recapture the caring, culture and 
traditions of the Yugoslav community that had faded 
away. 

One main goal was to appreciate the differences of a ■ 
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country and culture as diverse as Yugoslavia, rather than 
criticize those differences. The idea would be to have 
mainly social and cultural events like potlucks, dances, 
music, movies, etc. In this way, discussions or events 
that could lead to political or religious disagreements 
could be avoided. 

Pat made copies of her longhand draft of goals and 
guidelines and presented it to the class of about 20 people. 
Most of the members of the class then started meeting 
separately to try to get a club going. Mrs. Luce Basor 
always supplied lots of fresh baked goodies when the 
group met. This was her way of encouraging them to 
press on. 

The group started showing movies to the public at 
EA. Hall School. Then they announced meetings in the 
local paper about forming a Yugoslav club. Finally at 
one meeting it was decided to adopt the goals and guide¬ 
lines; dues were paid and Pat was selected first president 
ofYACO. 

YACO was officially introduced to the public in the 
Spring of 1979 when a big Potluck was held at the Mon¬ 
terey Pines Mobile Home Park. Nick Deipich got up and 
made a speech expressing his full support and encourage¬ 
ment for YACO and wished it a long life. He was proud 
of the young people for trying to keep the heart of the 
Yugoslav community alive, and he thanked them and 
blessed everyone with a toast. 


In September of 1980, Pat, Babe Hill and Babe’s 
sister Rosalyn Meidl travelled to Yugoslavia. They stayed 
in Moicici near the Dubrovnik airport for much of their 
stay because it was near relatives of Babe and Rosalyn. 
They visited Dubrovnik, Split, Kotor, Bratf and many 
other wonderful places. 

Pat’s greatest fear was that she wouldn’t remember 
enough of the language to be able to communicate. At 
first she recognized only enough to get the gist of a 
message, but each day she became more proficient until 
she was soon speaking comfortably. 

During the ferry ride from Split to Brae and on the 
bus to Postira, Pat talked with a lady from Postira. When 
getting off the bus the lady ran ahead into the hotel to 
tell a woman inside that she thought one of her relatives 
was arriving. 

Pat was the first of her family to visit Bra<f since all 
four grandparents had left in the early 1900’s. When Pat 
went inside the hotel a stranger called out “Patricija,” 
and introduced herself. The lady from the bus had been 
right and this woman and Pat were indeed cousins. Before 
long another cousin arrived and phoned another cousin 
in Split to announce Pat’s arrival. The three women from 
Watsonville now had many enthusiastic guides, and they 
seemed to stumble into Pat’s relatives left and right, even 
though no one knew she was coming. And on the first 
night of their stay in PoStira, a cousin and some friends 
who belonged to a music group serenaded Pat, Babe and 
Rosalyn. 

The highlight of Pat’s trip came when she met her 
grandmother’s first cousin, Katina Vlahevich, who grew 
up with Baba Bakich. Pat had brought along a mini-tape 
recorder and was able to tape many things. She recorded 
Katina telling her the history of her mother’s family and 
some songs she sang for her. Pat also recorded songs and 


talked with other cousins, as well as taping Babe’s rela¬ 
tives giving family history and singing songs. 

Pat saw the Gospodnetich house that had been in the 
family for more than 300 years. The hospitality was 
wonderful. It seemed they were being treated like royalty. 
The days there went by much too fast, as did the whole 
month in Yugoslavia. 


In 1983 Pat and Alex won the raffle at the 4th of 
July picnic, which was a trip to Reno. While having fun 
in Reno they visited Father Stopar, who had married 
them 24 years earlier. 

In 1984 their first grandchild, Justin Valdivia, was 
born. Next came Adam Simmons, Gregory Simmons and 
Anna Stewart. By the time this issue arrives, Manuel and 
Megan Solano should have their first child. 

These days Pat gets to play with the grandchildren a 
lot. She also sees all five children, who still live around 
town. She does a lot of reading for pleasure and works 
part time at the Wyckoff law firm. 

Pat finally has time to write some long letters and 
is living a pleasant contented life. She is thankful for a 
good husband, good kids who all get along well, and 
beautiful grandchildren. 



-7 - 














Teksl: 

ANA BESENIC 
Contabile 
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hre - gi - ma dra-gim o - be - cal da vr-rrul se hum na - za/\ 


V jutro di§e£e, gda bregi su spali, 
a mesec joS zajti ni Stel, 
potiho sem obprl rasklimanu lesu 
i pinklec na plefia sem del. 

Stara je mati iSla za menom 
nemo vu zemlu gledeC, 
ni mogla znati kaj zbiram vu dusi 
i zakaj od viera nis rekel ni red. 
PreveC smo toga povedat si Steli, 
a se smo pozabili veC. 


Gda smo vre preSli kre najzadnje hize, 
v suzah najemput ja sem bil. 

Kaj net>i to vidla stara mi mati, 
z rukami lice sem skril. 

Sud oko mene su di§ale roze 
i bil je rascveteni maj, 
a ja nis nijemput pogledel za sobom, 
od luge nis mogel pozdraviti kraj, 
samo sem bregima dragim obeCal 
da vrnul se bum nazaj. 2x 
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HELP WANTED - 

COOK TRAINEES - Call Ron Hill at 724-1284. 
Learn how to cook for 90 - 450 of your closest 
friends from the Master. This highly rewarding job 
allows you to eat all you want while cooking. You 
will receive for your efforts an official YACO apron 
and the thanks of hundreds of friends. (Somebody 
has to do it.) 

STORY TELLERS — Call any writer. Share your 
favorite story with the club by calling a writer and 
having it printed in the Kalifornski. 

VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHERS - Call Babe Hill at 
724-1284. Do you have a video camera? Show off 
your Hollywood filming techniques by videotaping 
YACO events. You supply the camera, and YACO 
will supply the cassette. We’d like to find 3 or 4 
people with cameras so at least one might always be 
available for an event. 

VOLUNTEERS - Call Babe Hill at 724-1284. The 
club will become that much better when you con¬ 
tribute your energies. 

SLIDE PHOTOGRAPHERS - Call Babe Hill at 
724-1284. Do you have a nice 35mm camera? 
YACO will supply a roll of slide film for you to shoot 
at YACO events. YACO will develop it, and then at 
future meetings we can see ourselves at a slide show. 

ENTERTAINMENT ASSISTANTS - Call Babe Hill 
at 724-1284. Do you have slides of a trip to Yugo¬ 
slavia? Do you have a videotape of something other 
members might like to see? YACO is trying to develop 
a list of resources that could be available for pro¬ 
grams at future meetings. Anything you might have 
to share would be welcome on the resource list. 


fNjO'U’ 

Payless for Carpets #3 

(The name says it all) 



1040 East Lake Avenue 

in East Lake Village Shopping Center 

722-7199 

Andy and Pat Gulermovich, owners 



Dubrovnik 




Airlines / Tours/Cruises / Trains/Hotel & Car Reservations 


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
976 East Lake Avenue 
"East Lake Village" 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

728-7766 






A/r*rtoon Vodtry 
AQmo 


Our World 



Is Your World 


Steve <Sr Joan Knego 
owners 



MARTIN’S PAINTING 

License No. 476549 
MARTIN LASICH 
214 Prospect, Watsonville, CA 

(408) 728-3505 after 6 p.m. 
or 722-1589 

■ * Am 
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Yi/GOSIAV AUm/A/FS 


THE FASTEST AND THE MOST SECURE PASSAGE 
BETWEEN THE U.S.A. AND YUGOSLA VIA. 


FROM APRIL 1st, 1988 — Every Saturday all year long. 

FROM MAY 1st, 1988 — Every Wednesday until 

October 31, 1988. 

ON THE DIRECT FLIGHT: 

Los Angeles — Zagreb — Belgrade 

It would be our greatest pleasure to assist in your travel plans, 
therefore, please call us directly or contact your travel agent. 


Yugoslav Airlines 
3440 Wilshire Blvd.,#1203 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
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Tel. 213 / 388-0379 
Toll Free 800 - PLAN JAT 
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JOIN US TODAY ’ 

1 

I 

I 

YACO was established in 1979 as a non-profit club p 
without political or religious ties for the sole purpose q 
of bringing together Yugoslavs and other interested D 
persons to make known and to preserve our Slavic ® 
heritage. We are proud that among our membership p 
we have families and individuals whose roots repre- n 
sent each region of present-day Yugoslavia, as well 8 
as non-slavic members who support the club’s goals. |j 

Q 

A year-around series of programs and events has jj 
proven an enjoyable way for YACO to provide its 
focus on Slavic heritage. Such activities include g 
picnics, lectures and slide presentations on Yugo- B 
slavia and its historic culture, plus potluck and sit- j| 
down dinners. We also publish a monthly newsletter, g 
THE KAL1FORNSK1, full of interesting articles, 9 
recipes, and news of our area’s Yugoslav community. B 

8 

S 

Our meetings (the first Sunday of each month) may 3 
include a potluck, special dinner, films, dancing, and ® 
raffles, plus we hold an annual July barbeque. q 

0 

D 

Won’t you accept our invitation to join us? We’re ![ 
sure you’ll soon find YACO to be one of your g 
favorite clubs. B 

I 

0 

I 

Our dues are as follows: D 

Single membership.$12 

Family membership.$18 

1 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION B 

B 

Name:- Birth date: I 

Husband: - j 

Wife:- ■ 

Address:- g 

Phone number: - * 

I 

Interests:- I 

1 

- I 

_I 

Yugoslav Background:- I 

S 

- I 

Children under 18 included in Family Membership: I 

I 

---—- | 

_ I 


ATTENTION: 

THE KALIFORNSKI is your publication. If there 
is anything in particular that you would like to see 
in any future issues, please don’t hesitate to con¬ 
tact us. If you have any subjects relating to Yugo¬ 
slav heritage or about Yugoslavs, here or abroad, 
that you would like to share or see published in 
this newsletter, please let us know. We would 
appreciate your input in publishing this newsletter 
each month. If you have any questions or sugges¬ 
tions, please contact us: 

Dale Skillicorn and 

Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 
do Rapid Offset Printing 
22 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408)724-2900 

SUGGESTED TOPICS: 

1. Trips by YACO members 

2. Visitors from the Old Country 

3. Newspaper or magazine articles about 
Yugoslavia or Yugoslavs, local or abroad 

4. Weddings, anniversaries, graduations, 
birth announcements, or special 
celebrations by YACO members 

5. Civic or cultural contributions by 
Yugoslavs 

6. Yugoslav recipes 

7. Yugoslav songs, poetry or stories 

8. Special family traditions for holidays, 
etc. 

9. Yugoslav stories for children 

10. Anything you think might be of interest 
to YACO members 


NEW DEADLINE 

A new DEADLINE has been set for the 10th 
of each month so that we might get the paper 
out even earlier. It seems that our members 
out of Watsonville are not receiving their 
KALIFORNSKI early enough to plan on attending 
any of our programs. Members in Watsonville 
receive their copies at least two days after 
mailing so it seems to be a problem with a 
hold up at the post office. If 1 don’t have 
the information in time, 1 will not be able 
to publish it until the next issue. REMEMBER 
to send me any information by the 10th of eac 
month. 
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BOARD of TRUSTEES 


President: 

BABEH1LL . 724-1284 

Vice President: 

EMME COLENDICH . 724-6986 

Secretary: 

PAT SOLANO . 724- 1731 

Treasurer: 

RON HILL . 724-1284 

Ambassador-at - Large: 

ANDY GULERMOVICH . 722-0622 


No Paper? 

If someone you know is not receiving the KALI FORNSKI, 
please let us know. We publish this for you, the member¬ 
ship, and would like each of you to have the opportunity 
to keep in touch with YACO. Contact us at Rapid Offset 
Printing, 22 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 95076 - 
(408)724-2900. 

Dale Skillicom and Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 


CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings take place 
at 7:00 p.m. at 

the V.F.W. Hall, I960 Freedom Blvd., Freedom. 

March 4 ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE 
at the Elks Lodge, 121 Martinelli 
(Doors open at 6, Dinner at 7 p.m.) 

No Sunday Meeting 

April 2 JUST DESSERTS 
& 

REMINISCING 

May 7 MOTHERS DAY POTLUCK 

(Don’t forget Scholarship Bake Sale 
at Fairway Market also.) 

June 4 ACADEMIC AWARDS 

plus program to be announced 

July 2 YACO ANNUAL BARBEQUE 

CorralitosPadres Park, l la.m. — ? 

August 6 Program to be announced 
September 3 Program to be announced 
October 1 Audo/Visual (Slides or movie) 
Novembers ELECTIONS & Desserts 
December 3 YACO CHRISTMAS PARTY 

MIC 





YUGOSLAV-AMERJCAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 

P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville. CA. 95077 
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